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PIER membership is open to all pharmacists and interns with an interest in industry.
For further information, please visit http://www.pier.ie

The PIER Career Focus Webinar series will feature pharmacists working in a 
range of  roles in the pharmaceutical sector in Ireland and abroad. 

PIER Career Focus Webinar Series

Medical Affairs – A Rewarding Career for a Pharmacist 

Maria Cawley (Sanofi Genzyme)
on Thursday 19th September 2019 at 7.30pm

About the Speaker:
Maria Cawley qualified as a pharmacist in 2010. She worked as a community pharmacist for 4 years 
and during this time she undertook a MSc in Pharmaceutical Medicine in TCD, in order to transition 
into the pharmaceutical industry. Having networked with a wide variety of  people in different roles in 
industry, Maria realised that her passion lay with medical affairs.

Maria pursued a career as a Medical Science Liaison (MSL) and secured her first MSL role with 
Janssen in 2014, working in infectious diseases. This role allowed her to develop relationships 
with healthcare professionals (HCPs), engaging in scientific discussions, and internally working cross 
functionally with departments such as marketing, commercial, market access, health economics, R&D. 

After taking a year out to go travelling, she took on a role with Sanofi in 2016 as an MSL in Oncology. 
In less than a year Maria became a Senior MSL and worked tirelessly demonstrating scientific 
leadership both externally and internally, in order to identify solutions for patients and HCPs. 

In Feb 2019 Maria became the Oncology MSL Team Lead across the UK and Ireland, as well as 
winning the Sanofi Genzyme MSL of  the Year Award. This role has allowed her to development her 
skills in management and strategic leadership, as well as continuing to work as an MSL in Ireland to 
ensure patients get access to the right treatment at the right time.


